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MEMORANDUM FOR * 


25X1A 


Assistant to the BD/A 


SUBJECT * P©x* Diara Allowance During Headquarters Debriefing Period 

fer Enployeee Returning from Overseas for Homs leave and 
Transfer to Washington 


REFERENCE 


Memo, dtd„ 18 Aug„ 5 K to SA/DD/A fr Q0C, same subject 


lo Yea will recall that, in the referenced n*mcrand«a, this office 
dealt with the question of whether an Agency tjnployee wh© was being ra«> 
turned from overseas for he*s» leave and PCS transfer t® headquarters «ould 
b® allowed ,s®r diem for a period of debriefing and consultation in head ’ 
quarters prior to his going on horns lan« 0 In paragraph 2 of that aea» 
waste, we took the position that per diem was not allowable in thee® 
o^etaBata&e s8 0 We based this opinion en paragraph £|6 of the Standar di sed 
uov'emment Travel Regulations and on the well known rule is C Jrvemeent 
that per dim is net payable at a permanent duty- station CS C©» 0 3en„ 

Blh (1926)1 2k Coup. 0ea o $93 (1940) ) 0 1 ° 

2 a Since the data of this memorandum, a decision of tbs Comptroller 
General has ©@rae to our attention which, eontrary to the general rule, 
would appear to authorise payment of per dim in the cited circumstance® „ 

In 31 C$Hflp 0 Gtano h39 (l?5t) fch® 0oznpto$3Ll6s* Qsnopal p&dd@d oss 4 cimi 3 ^ 2 & 
situation posed by the Department ®f St ate D In contending for the pay- 
ment of the per diem, the Department cited Section 103*6©?(g) ©f the 
-fr arel gn Ser /io® Regulations which authorises payment of per diem to foreign 
service officers who are being returned from overseas for home leave and 
transfer to the Department in Washington and were called into tba Department 
f or c onsultation prior to their going on home leave and -prior to their as- 
awtptien of duties In Washington On page U*0 of the opinion, there is 
stated, infcor alia* 


"The ma* here involved wtj be distinguished frea those in %h» 
dominions referred to, and ©there falling within the scop® ©ff 
tfci general rule, since wader the administrative practice dee ~ 
©ribed o .•• o <> » e tbs «Epl©y®e°e presense in Washington for 
consultative pwpmm is not related or incident to his ssawc- 
tion of permanent duty at that place upon completion of hi® 
statutory leave, it being evident that he wsuld be JtvoquirM 
to report for taqpeonrj duty in Washington regardless of whether 
th'tt eity was to be his future permanent station ©r nofc 0 " 
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add that, while the Comptroller General took n® specific position in the 
length ©f tiimt for which the per diem was authorised* it was the practice 
of the DepfErtmenfc to authorize itr 

"for a period not to exceed five working days unless the 
period extended into two work weeks in which event per 
diem was authorised in the intervening week ends" 

(31 Comp* G®n 0 k19) 


STATINTL 


Jo For some time past, it has been the policy of this Agenoy t© 
have employees who are returning from overseas for home leave and F05 
transfer to headquarter 3 com to headquarters for debriefing prior t© 
their going on le ave u Per diem hag been paid for these periods under 
the authority @f thereof, and 
predecessor 


£g 0 On the basis of the foregoing, it is the ©pinion of this office 
that per diem for the periods of consultation in headquarters may be paid 
to employees of this Agency who are being returned from oversea® on h®nw 
leave and HJS transfer to headquarters providing there is appropriate 
authority for such payment in the transfer orders and providing consuls 
fcatioa is held prior to the employee’s assumption of his duties in head* 
quarters pursuant to his new assignment As for the length of time for 
which per diem should be allowed, we believe that the cited practice in 
the State Department is an adequate guide 0 To the extent that this metre 
wandura differs in substance from our memorandum ©f 18 August 1951* « you 
may be guided by this ena 0 
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